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Institute. Other material is adapted from the index aon Ceusorship and
the Committee to Protect Journaliste Update No. 10 (January-February
1984). The paper examines the current status of freedom of the press
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AN UPDATE OF FREELOM OF THZ PRESS AND INFORMATION
IM LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBESN

Maryel Suendia walked from his office on Mar J2y 1984 in the Ivna Resa »f
Mexico Citv. Gunmen steeped out suddenly and mumped oullzts inty him, e ¢izd
fighting 2 rroblem he had worked 43 vears to solve in nis counteyd Corruption.
Buendias 3 popular columnist for the daily Excelsiory wrote a column calied
*Red Privada® {Private Network}s which focused upon :oréuption 10 Sovernment
and politics (1), On the san; dar Buendia was shoty severa! thousand mifes to
the south on the border of Nicaradua and Costa Ricas fwy rerorters were killed

in the bombing of a sress conference of Nicaraduan rebel leader Eden Pastora.

This time the dead Journalists were Linda Fraziers 3By 3 reporter for San
Jose's Tico Timess and Jorde Quirosy a reporter for Costa Rican televizion (2),
In <till another case, Salvadoran Journalist Rafael Hasbuny 56y was
murdered in April as he walked toward his San Salvador office where he wrote
hiz column for Diario de Yov. Despite his popylarity a5 a conservatives three
men Junned him down. It was one more assassination in 2 war zona, There are
thousands, Hasbuny a lawver and Journalisty reached thousamds throuSh hiz
column, The Sunmen silenced his opeosition voice (3}, Working in Latin Awerica
ramaing an extremely danSerous assignment for U.5 Journalists as well, In
March 1984y a Newsweex Photodrarher was shot to death in an awbush in fighting
between leftists rebels and Jovernment troops Just northeast of San Salvador. A
Time ad9azine rhofodrarher was luckiers he was aot hit (4). Many other
Journalistsy in nuabers not vet tallied for the vears died in Latin America
trying to do their Jobé. At least nineteen Journalists around the world were
killed in 1983y ten more than the number which died in incidents of solitical

violence in 1982, After looking at annual resorts by worldwide ordanizations
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mnitor:ng freedom of the eressy Fram conciudedy *Journalism iz siild
danderouse and freedom of the eress continuas £ be Timites 1n vast apess of
the @orld . . .* (5).

It is apearent tha® when the news media 1n some Latin Anerica and Caridbean
regian countries hava f2lt pressure £ zupport the prevarling idesloGy of the
nat1on’s governments and when thev nave resisted veth eolitical ang zocial
revolutionsy violence and restrictions of Freedom of the press and information
increase. In develosing countries where press freedom i5 at a transitional
stades political instability is a mprevailing characteristic of the social
zvstem. When this existszy the power structure is compelled to exert stpick
control over the flow of ideasy ands aspeciallys over the mass media system.
Different types of control represent the various functional alternatives
available to national Governments to regylate and constrain the free omeration
of mass media outlets. This macroscomic approach tu communication research fasz
bean inherent in the works of Tichenors who in recent vears has develored a
steactural model in which information contesl is seen a5 a mecnanism of svsten
miinfenance (b}, Habte notas thez2 conformify pressures are aoth subtle and
direct (7). In the world press freedom reviews Intermational %ress Institube
Director Peter Galliner saids *some of the worst »laces to be 3 reporter today
are Central and Latin America. Overseas and domestic correspondents have faced
Janger da:ly from a varietr of sources® (8),

ArCentine editor Federico Massot has identified political violence as one
of the main problems facing the press in Ar9entina today. *There has been a lot
of it in the past 35 vears and I don’t see how it will disaveear overnight, The
first attacked are the Journalists and papers.® Another problem he identified

is self-imposed censorshis. While there has never been outright censorshie in

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

»

rwm wh e ey a w wbn e




Argontinay sxcapt jupiag the Pergn erdy the danGop frday iies in z2'f-imposes

restrictions on Infarmasion flow hecause Journaiisis have reen intimioated oy

vislence against them and their newsearers and ihe weakness of tae econamy in
1984 (9),

Costa Rican eydlisher and editor vanuel Jimener a%rzes wilh Masson, *Witn
the axception of Costa Ricay Hondurasy and to a certain dedrees Panamay Zenfral
America is an area where Jjournalism has become a danderous profession. In
Nicara9yas Guatemalas E! Salvadors many of our colleadues have been killads
kidnaseeds or forced into exile, In 9ensrais we can no londer think of
Journalism as a profassion that would Bring abou* a seecial status ., . . or
erovide a certain imaunity. War and political turmoil do not homor credentials
NN '

Freedom House estimates print media frezdom as known in democratic states
exists in only about one-third of the world’s countries. While thiere are
serious problems elseéwheres incidents of violence 29ainst Latin American ane
faribbean Journalists demand that concern for thiz reSion remain sepions. Of
the nineteen Journalists killed by acts of violence in 1987y eight were killes
:n 3 3indle incident in Ucnuraccays Pery, While 3 9ovarnment commifiee
conclyded the Journalists were mistaken Sv villaders as a dand of hosiile
tarporistsy auestions remain unanswered. Sevond thiss the International Press
Institutes Freedom Houses the U.S, State éepartmenta ang the Inter American
Press Association (IAPA) indicated at least four other Jjournalists were
kidnapreds ten threatened with deathy eighty arrestedy nineteen expelled from

seventeen countriesy and two dozen bea”en or had their offices bombed in 1983

(11).
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Freadom House found mediz in Solivias 3eacily Chiler Oolom3ias 5! Salvazor
Mexicgy Nicara9uay Peruy and UpnGuay seeratsd under dipect or ipdicecs
government prassures not to cpriticize the Government, These Yimitations irn
opinion making are still common in Latin America, Onlv a few countrizs——— Costa

icar Dominican Republiny Ecuadory and Venezusla are free fo editorialize {12).

The Council of Hemispheric Affairs and the Newspaper Guildy which
represents 32,000 newspaper workers of the United Statesy Canadar and Pyerto
Ricoy concluded:

*(I)n no other part of the world is a career in Journalism mope
dangerous or psycholoSically debilitating (than in Latin America). In

a number of Latin American countries it has become axiomatic that to

report faithfully Government-sanctioned atrocities is to invite

similap treatment a9ainst convevors of the information . . . .

When Journalists are disemboweled in San Salvadors

'disappedred’ in Guatemala Citys and murdered outside their offices

in Buenos Airess U.5. newspapers often make reference to the event.

Recentlyy the . . ., aurders of eight Jjournalists in Peru reached the

front pa%es of the U,S. press® (13),

Obviouslyy concern for press freedom and freedom of access to Audlic
information in Latin America 15 not new. Aliskr notes this toeric has concerned
scholars for several decades al least, He wroted "Press frezdom became one of
the basic criteria for measuring deSrees of Jdemocracr and Jictatorsnip in the
varioys Latin Amer1iun navions in the continuing zupvevs . . . " (1), Howevery
Alisky notes press freedom is a concert which has interested scholarsy but a
more difficult and illusive factor is freedom of informations or the freedom »f
reporters and editors to gather facts from official and unofficial sources for
news stories as well as the ability of the news media to protect sources of
information which must remain confidential. In this research pamers the authors

make their evaluations of freedom of the press and information usinG the free

system of the Western World as a base line. This approach is not without fault,
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Far axampley Nam reco9nizes this common asproach o internations’ analvsis ap
wrotey awoting rfrom E. Llovd Sommerlad:
The auestions howevery is whether Third World nations use the

Western definition of freedom of the mpess ar ohether they have theip

own definitions. How is press freedom defined in the Third Werld? We

have to remember that most Third World nations represent 3 "an man's

fand where social institutions are still being shapedy whare

democracy is in the balance and one-party states are gdevelomingy and

ghere the relations bSetween press and 9overnment apra ill-defined, The

apress 15 caydht up in an ideolo9ical whirlerool ang there is little

3round for ortimisa that the Western concept of a free prass will

supvice® (19).

Former JAPA President German Ornesy publisher of E1 Caribe of Santo
Domingos Dominican Remublice zaid entering the 19805 many Latin American
qevernments were Using a lan9uade that was at best cueepficial and did not
really 9ive any substantial 9rsund toward Srezter fraedom of information (16).

Freedom of the sressy freedom of informations ang other aspects of the
Latin Américan news media have been 9iven only cupsury atiention in recent
scholariy research in North America (17). This paper seexs to review the
current status of freedom of the press and information in Latin Ameriza and the
Caribbean, The litsratyre pevicwed includes fipal reports from the Inter
American Press Association’s 43th 9eneral aszembly in Los An9eles in October
1924 and the mid-vear meeting of IAPA in Panamz Cify in March 1985 (18)y the

International Press Institutes the Index on Censorshipy and the Committes to

Protect Jeupnalists (19),

CONCERN FOR LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN PRESS FREEDOM
Represertatives of newsmamers and individuals of the Inter American Prass

Association redularly pass resolutions relating to limitations to freedom of

the mress and information. These resolutions are concerned almost entirely with
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activities of Jovernments which are viewed by IAPA t5 abricSa freedom of the
press, As seen in Tables I and 2y these resolutions are concerned with tawes on
newsprinty uses of official advertisingy licensing of Journalistsy yse of
icentification cardsy UMESCOs Jovernment harazzment of npeasition newsrarars,
Sovernment Jamade to newseaper officesy Castro and Cuday expulsisn of

Journalists by Governments in Latin Americay and clo3ii@ of newspaper: by

Sovernments,

TABLES 1 AND 2 G0 ABOUT HERE

STATUS OF FREZDOM OF THE PRESS AND INFORMATION
The IAPA Committee on Freedom of Press and Infsrmation report was

summarized by these conclusions released at the end of the Los AnGeles meating:

Nineteen eightv-four was an Orwellian vear for the prezs in the
Americas. The vear was aerpropriately O~wellian in the sense that the
press found itself under increasing pressupz from the all-eowerfu)
state,

While it is encoura9ing 0 note that the emocratic winds of
change are sweepingd through the hemisphere and countries like Upugua-
seek legitimization throudh elections now or in the futures thev all
continye to restrict press freedoms harass Journalists and impose
controls, In Cubas Guvanas Surinamer Paraduavy and Haitiy there arer
howevery no 319035 of Jemocratization.

Press freedom is also threatened by political vielence,
Terrorisa of the richty of the lefty and of the state continues to
claim the iives of journalists. In Central Awerizay manv Journalisis
have been killed in the crossfire between warring bandsy and have—
like the messengers of old~-- been executed because they have not
brought the news the powerful wish to hears and have also
‘disappeared’ ifter being kidnaered by armed grouss, .

Less dramaticallvy but equally worrvingds the press throuShout
the hemisrhere is beind subJdected to subtle mressures to deny the
people their right to know. Even long standing and stadie democracies
are not exemet from the corrumting power of the state, Like democracy
itself) the press in Latin America is a fragile elant, The moliticaly
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s9cial and econdmic sower of even democratic Sovernments sometimes
threatens £o crush the press underfoot (20).

The following nation-bv-nation summaries ara taken from reforts Presentad i
at the 1984 IAPA Frecdom of the Prez: ang Informatisn Commitiee pesting 1n Los
Angelesy the 1985 mig-vear meeting in Panama City {21}y and the 1983 yorly

press freedom review of the International Press Institute (22), Ofher materia’

iz adaeted from the Index on Censorship (21) and the Committee to Protect
Journalists' CPJ Urdate (24):

ARGENTINA-=- Argentind returned to constitutional rule on December 19
1983 when the Military Adeinistration became 3 democracy with the election of
President Raul Alfonsiny who 2nded the stats of emerdency. With thisy 1

fsecurity" law (No. 20,840) and an article of the penal code (No. 212)s ysed

to 929 the news mediay were resealed., The mdin sroblem remains the
thirty-ei2ht percent tariff on newsprinty highest in the world. It is stili in
force, There are also high tariffs on contact screenssy platesy mounting wax
and blankets. This restricts size of newsrarers and leads fo c1osings in some
fazes, Sor maav economic reasonsy newspaper: in ArGentina are suffering
‘serious acondmic and financial problems whichy as has ocourred in many cazes,

have fed to theip definitive closupe.® Furthermores at its 1983 annual General

assembly in Amsterdams the IPI resolved to attack the ceteriorating press
sityation in Argentina and ur9ed the Qovernment to repeal laws that restpict
fpeedom of the press (25).

BOLIVIA-~~ Bolivian newzpaper are sufferind from Financial epoblems caysed
br the economic difficulties of their country, Government reguiaztions on
foreidn currency sales hinder newsparer operations by slowind pavments. The
economy has led a newseaper in Oruro to shut down. Another one may close in

the near future in Potosi (26)., IPI believes conditions have Generally
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improveds neverthelesss zince the re-25tablishment of cemocratic Zovernment 1+
Dcvober 1962, *Todavy there i3 no girect hinderance on *us mediae® I21 savs
(27). Despite the imerovementy the Natisnal Press Arsociation gectarsd idsel's
an alert and vowed <o safeduard the fresdoms and security of its memyers, In
one pecent vislent act agiinst 3 newssapers the mornind newsearer 1 Diapin of
La Paz was stoned by agitators after a demonstration 5v studsnis,

BRAZIL-— Brazil's new democracys installed in March 1985y has led to
positive chandes for the news media. President Tancredo Neves has assured
newspapers he would chande press laws to democratize ity according to [APA
resorts, Numerous instances of Jovernmental pressures alainst the sress nave
been documented prior to the new government taking eower in Brazil, Three
cases were highlighted by IAPA) including the defamation case of the political
editor of Tribuna da Bahias the aszassination of Jjournalist Maria Eugenio of
Correio Braziliense in Novamber 1984 (police are suspected}s and the
assassination of Paulo Brandavs manaer of Correio de Pacaiba (hiz killer is
ynknown}, IPIy in an Amsterdam reselutions called for the Brazilian Sovernment
ty peecal laws Shat pestrict erezs freedom.

(HILz—— Conditions have worsened in Chile in the Fast vear, In November
1984y the Chilean government extended a state of seiSe, The decrse peppits the
president to establish censorsnim of newspapers and oiher news media witnout
le9al recourse. Freedom of the Press and freedom of expression ended with this
decree in November 1984 and continues to be shackled. The government )osed
5ix m9azines at that time— Analisiss Apsis Cauces Fortin Mapochos La
Bicicletas and Plums v Pincel. It also placed the newsmagazine Hov under srigr
censorshis, The relevant srovisions of the seige state: *While the state of

seige is in effecty the country’s newsparerss madaziness and publications in
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Jenera’y ang *he radis and te'svision sfations wil) fefraza Toom Jizsemizaziad
newsy intepviewsr commentariesy ceclarationsy inzertisnsy reroris
photoSramshsy imades and any other form of exPressiany reGapdless of their
sourcés which aliude to events thaty directlv op indirectlyy could alarm the
populaces disturd public orders or the normal develorment of national
activities or deal with acts defined as terrsrist in Law {8,714 * according to
the IAPA report,

COLOMBIA— In December 1984s the Government imposed an eigh percent tax

on newserint. This breaks the tradition of tax-free newserint in this nation,

The mresident of Colombia s5i9ned the laws breaking a 28-vear period of duty
free newsprint, Sresident Belisario Betancur has. said he would aeerove any
anendment returning to duty free statusy but this has not occurred to date.
Journalist Luis Dumnet was killed in the toun of Sincelejo as he was
investigating irregularities in some sublic enterprises, A public official was
arrested and the case is now before the courts,

(0ETA RICA—— While there 15 considerable sress freedom in Costa Ricay the
newest restraints on the press drew attention to the country 1n 198% and 1995.
In March 1985, 1APA President Maximo Gainza formally asked the president of
Costa Ricas Luis Alberto Monges to consult the Inter American Court for Human
Rights if the resuired membership in the Colegio de Pariodistas represents a
violation of the Inter Amerizan Human Rights Convention. In Julvy 1984 the
Sovernment-canctioned Cole9in de Periodistas placed adverfisements in local
news media announcing that anvy foreidn Journalists must have an appropriate ID
iszued by the Colegio before thev can report from Costa Rica, The case of
American Journdlist Stemhen Schmidt drew 2 great deal of attention in 1984,

Stories Schmidt wrote for La Nacion and The Tico Times in covering a 1988 IAPA

ERIC 12 BEST COPY AVAILABLE




1)
A
-

mid-vear meeting in San Joze led to Ais arrest, While one jud9a pyleg Schmigs

was exarcising his rightsy ths Suereme Zouprt larzer sverturned the ruling and

sentenced Schmidt to 3 suspended three months in prison (2B). The case *wox

almost thres vears to get through the courts. In another cases a Judge anderes !
the Soard of Directors of the Coledio de Periodistas (College of Journalists! §
to allow Gerardo Enrique Funseca to become 3 member. In early 1985 La Nacisn i
wis freed of anv responsibility in a slander complaint against it by the
former treasury minister, : ;

(UBA—- There is no freedom of the press in Cuba, The Cuban press is sunes
and m2naged by the government. Any mrinted material is closelv monitoped by
the 9overnment censors, All prodramming is eratased for televizion to avoid
live sityations. Sven sports prodrams are delaved about ten minutas to permit
interruption if needed. Foreidn correspondents are freauently jailed and
expelled if they strav from strict guidelines. Cuban journalists face
Jismissal if thev do not honor the performance standards. Furthermorey IPI

° noted citizens found with foreign publications mav be imerisoned for up to
four vears,

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC--- The debata in the courts continues wver the
Journalists’ collegiums the restrictions on radio and television imeosed v
the Governments and in placement of official advertising. The Deminican
Newzramer Society continues during sering 1985 to fight Law 143 that
sstablished the Dominican Collegium of Journalists. They maintain it is
unconstitutional. And in a public protests the major stockholders of Listin
Diario and its subsidiarys Ultina Horas comelained that Jovernment officials

has harassed and threatened them berause of editorial eositions of the

newsParerss according to IAPA remorts (29).
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ECUADOR-—- Memberzhir in the colleQium (associztion) iz siill peauired o
al! Jjournalists, The Jovernment ic slacing newseapers which maintain an
iadependent stand at an information access disadvantage, Such newspasersy “ike
Diario Hovs are entirely axcluded from official information when if is
diztributed by the Government to the Ecuacoran newseapers. 0Fficial
advertising has become a problem az well. The Government uses Jistrizution of
official advertising business az a pressure point as welly as it has
discriminated a9ainst indemendent newspamers by placement of official
advertising with newsparers supportive of the governmenty IAPA Freedom of the
Press and Information Comaittee members remorted.

EL SALVADOR-— It is obvious the violence of the civil war has affected
the work of the Salvadoran news mediay such as the examples cited at the
cutset of this paper, Official advertisings like Ecuadory is a problem in
early 1985 in E1 Salvadors IAPA members remorted, El Diario de Hov has
protested this treatment, The Salvadoran government alzy continues o raauipe
radis and television stations to run prodrams simultaneouslys which they argue
is ecwnomically damaging, Radio and television stations have alse protestes a
pil} presented by the National Administration of Telacommunications (ANTEL)
which would raize the rates higher than at present-—- which could lead the
businesses to bankrupcy or greater dependence on Sovernment suasidies.

GRENADA-— The zituation has changed drastically in Grenada in the Past
rear since the invasion by the United States and other Caribbean forces,
Befors October 1987y there was no freedom of the press. Since theny efforts
have been made to establish 3 free Grenadan eress. One of the first opders by
the new 9overnment after the invasion was to order release of Leslie Pierres

editor of The Grenadian Voicer who was Jailed for three vears., Also released
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was Alister Hughesy who loft St, George’s Prison an Ociober 26y {963 one day
after the invasion. Hushess sho reports for zeveral international news
agencies and publishes The Grenadian Voires had been arrested 3 wesy befupe,
Liovd YNoel and Tillzan Themasr who are aisy with The Voicer were alzo £ aem
CPJ said.

GUATEMALA-—- Significant chanSes mark developments in Guatemala, TSere has
been no direct censorshie and Sovarament pressyre since August 1983 when Ger.
Oscar MeJia Victores took over the government. The country is still ruled by
the constitution of 1965) which Guarantees freodom of thought, The puling
administration of Victores has deen tolerant of the media but journalists
mintain an attitude of limited self-censorshir. Simon writes that *although
there has been little direct violence against the media since the csupy local
and foreidn journalists are often intimidated® (3®). Under former sresident
Efrain Rios Montt (1982-B3)y Journalists worked under stricter Government
supervizion, Although an editor was kidnapped and disappearsd in 1982y only
one zditors Pedro Julio Garcia of Prensa Librer was kidnapred since (in
October 1983)y bSut he was released about two weeks later.

GUYANA-—= There is no f~eedom of the mress in Guvanas althoush one
rewsparary The Catholic Standards is published with serious limitations. The
Jovernment has kept tight control over the newsearers Sy natisnalizipg
opPosition newseapersy IPI reported. [APA reported in ™arch 1985 that there
are several libel suits pending against The Standard and Father Morrisen whic
remin unsettisd at the bedinning of Aeril 1985.

HAITI-— There is still no freedom of the Haitian press. Grants of U.5.
develomsent funds are 9iven to the Haitian Government based ony amon§ other

thingsy on existence of a free sress in Haiti. The most outspoken mublication
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in the countrys “'Informations be9an in Mav 1984 and pub’izhed for a sqert
per1od of tine. By June 1By 1984s howevers the Suvernment woyls R0 ionger
permit oditor and publisher Pierre Robert AuSustes o proguce the nswsearan,
The latest jssue was serzec on t%af satsr as wasz the editor’s personal
library, The editor and staff were Srieflv detained Sut reieased the same say
(311, Vislence aSainst Haitian editors is a sroplem even ig the Unitzd Sates,

HONDURAS-— A leading threat against journalism in Honduras is exiztencs

of the ColleSium of Journalists and itz law that all Journalists myst belong

ty it to sractice their craft. IPI believas Article 75 of the Political
Constitution which allows srior censorship is the most serions threst $o
Journalism in Honduras, IAPA reported in March 1985 that newzpagers and other
publications have been threatened by extreﬁists rours. On December 24y 1984,
3 military unit attacked the newsmamer La Prensa but there were no injuries,
IAPA remsorted considerable damader howsver.

JAMAICA—— The 9overnment’s monomoly control over the electronic media has
not chanded. Print media remain free %o publish without interference, The
overnment refyses to allow further droadcast media develorment as well, The
Soverament will estavlish a *media commission® %u supervize activitias of the
9overnment-ouned media. .

MEXICO~— Thers has been a iremor of vicience aGuins® Yexican fewsPaprers .
during summer 1984, Severa! attacks occurred in Mav and June. Manuel Buendia,
a political writer for Excelsiors was shot to death in Mexico Citys '
described at the beginning of the mamery but the case was still not solved at
the beginning of Asril 1585, Javier Juarez Vazauez was a second aurder victin
Just hours later. A dav laters Juarez was found in a ditch 480 miles southeast

of Mexico Citv. He had been shot in the head. Molives of killers of Juarezs
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sditer-1n-chief and suner of a Veracruz weedys are zEi'l nat knoun (33},
Police inefficiancy contributes to a feelinG of imPunity which 2ncouprades 34ch
attacksy IAPA ztated. Like other Latin American nationsy cconomic pressurss
affact performance of the Mexican news media since thers is great dependence
on imPorted materials. Costs of some items went um as auch as 438 Percent.
Neasprint Prices nave increased 264 percent from 1982 o 1983, Economic
pressures have led to suspended mublication status for nudersus newsparers.,
the cost of a newsramer is hiSh-— estimated at a half hour of work for the
averade Mexican emalovee (compared to five minutes for averade Americans).
Curtailment of accessidility severely comromises the indemendent press in
Mexico. President Miguel de la Madrid’s calpaiQn against corryptions a prodram
of moral renewals has used the remorts of he newspapers about corrcption as
evidence to further its work. In another probiem areas there is a state
monaroly on production and marketing of newsprint, IPI also noted the

: government contrals decision-making power over auch advertisinghand hank
1nans,

NETHERLAND ANTILLES—- New 1e9is!ation has been introduced in 1984 wnich
reduces pestrictions on radin and television IAPA resarted,

NICARAGUA-— The Teading opeosition newspapers La Prensay continues to
receive harassment from the Government. It has been more than thres vears mow
(March 15y 1982) that erior cenzorshir has been enforced by the Nicaraguan
governaent. The rigidity of censorshir has been unevens though. Police
confiscated 15,800 copies of the 75,00@-coey daily newspamer pecause

government censors apparently missed a front-rage item in the newsmarer which

described student demorstrations against the military draft on Audust 29y 1984

(33}, Cei=ors had not eliminated the storv during their daily review of

. 17
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confent. La Prensa nas Sreat difficulty o1ty Sovernment cemzse: 1n esopting
atfacks on itse’f. The resort noted: *It muzt be empha.ized that La Prenss is
being subjected to a brutal censorship cameaiSn and that avery shrases svesy
PhatodraPh and every advertizement which it mublishes has besn read and
aeeroved by the Media Bureay of the Sandinista a?li:arv regimes® Furthermors
La Pronsa {5 having difficulty in obtaining financial supoort o inport ray
mteriais decause the government will not perait La Prenza to Porrow or Suy
dollars. Threats a9ainst staff are alse 3 serious Problem. TemPorary ¢ 5ing:
continue dus o censorship, The situation in Nicaradua tas net chanded over
the mast thirtv-six months when prior censorship 5:9an and twenty independent
radio staticns wers closed, Finallys in resoletisns at Amsterdamy IPT
expressed concern about the mass media situation in NicaraSuar urging it to
c23se its censorship and refrain from economic arzssment (such as La Prersal,
iPL 1150 asked the Government to do its utmost to assure the safety of
Journalistz and other media Personnel,

PANAMA-— “Although conditions for journalists have improved 51ightlvy the
situation is still far from serfacts® IPI reported (34), IAPA said the
Fevernment sEil1 attemets £ linit and intimisate the independent media, In
December 1984y police beat a photodrashes and raporter for La Prensa whila
*hey were covering a demonstration. Radis station La Voz del Baru in Chirisui
remains closed since June 1984 because the Government savs it lacks technical
reauirements,

PARAGUAY-— Paraduar’s government has permanently closed ABC Colory the
country's largest daily newsearers despite 3 trim by IAPA Executive Committee
senvers to Asuncion in June 1984 to meet with President Alfrade Stroessner. He

closed the newsramer on March 22y 1984 after the March 16 Jjailing of Alde
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Zuccolillor vuner and editor of the nation’s lsading newsearer, Zuccol:llo was
released March 24 and was under houze arrest unti! March 23, A2C Cofar was
clozed becayses the government 3aidy it was "a earmanent effor= to subvert *he
public order® (35}, Zuceolillo had been Jjailed defsre. He had pefuzed &9
revedl he name of a source and was arrested and Jailed for elavan davs in
summer 1983, In March 1985, an ABC Color warencuse wss searzxed by police ang

11280 copies of a pamphlet which discussed the closing of the newsear:p as

et e e it b s e i o Bt B e Wk A oy

confiscated. As of April 1985, ABC Color remsins ciused. A result of tre
closings IAPA 33id in March 1985 is the chil! on the news media, Other mefia
have i9nored the most imeortant political issues of the countryy such as
official corruption and political persecutiony for fear o7 Sovernment
sanctions. In November 1984 the National Administration of Telezcommunications
(ANTELCO)» informed Humberto Rubin he could not broadcast over his oun ragio
stations Radio Nanduti. Ye was told to stom interviewing meliticians not
apProved by the Jovernment. He was threatened with closing if he did not
foliow orders. His ammeal in court was refused in Januarv 1985, He was warned
a%ain in March 1985 to stop such broadcasts. Another Journalist, Alcibiades
Gonzalez Delvalles secretary Qeneral of the Journalists Guild of Parasuays was
subjected %9 a search of Ris home. Police Jooked for coPies oF a book he
authoreds My Vote for the Peorles IAPA stated. Earlier this vears eolice took
270 copies of the book. Between December 24y 1984 and January 2 1985y &he
governaent suspended and later mermanently closed the magazines Aqui. It was
the oldest madazine in the nation in its 14th vear with circulation of 25,200,
The magazine covered mainly molice stories and closing was ordered after the

attorney general ar9ued the ma%azine's reporters were mordid and derangded and
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that the magazine offended morality and Sood customs. An aspea’ in late
Janyary 1983 failed to reopen the ma%icine.

PERU——~ The Peruvian $all39ium of Journsiists does ot reduire
aenbsrshipy byt all news mecia must contribute one sapcent of iheir
advertising income for susport, Plypalism characterizes e media content in
Pery touay under 3 femocratic overnment. All Political views are pasreizabed
in the news media in one for or anokner. Taxes on newsprints tike in otner
South American counftriesy have increased (from five mercent to iwentr-seven
percents with delivery costsy the rise is thirty-eight percent), Legislation
w5 underway during fall 1984 which would resuire foreidn correspundents &
ragister with the police when working in Peru, Accreditation will be necassar:
a5 well. This is still pending in spring 1985. In March 1985y in Huanta
Avacuchoy Jjournalist Fredy Mauro Valladares was killed by a Civil Guard
following an ardument; the case against the guard is pending.

PUERTO RICO— Complete freedom of the press and information remains :in
fyerty Rico,

SURINAME=—~- Ther2 is no freedum of the pre55, Four newsmen were %illed ip
3 December 1982 massacre in Suriname wnen the offices of the newspaper De
Yrije Stem and ABC radio were bombed and burned doun Dy Jovernment farces, The
government 3150 forced several reporters to Jeava the country after thresss
were mades thev are presentlr living in exiie. Detention of foreidn
Journalists nas aiso occurreds the report noted. IPI noted the last vestiSe of
press freedom ended in 1983 ia the government’s canmaign against press
freedom. Facilities for newsparers were destroved and mublications closad,

URUGUAY-—~ There have been numerous chan9es in Uruduay in the sast few

months) many of them directly related to the change of Jovernments there.
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Anong the firsh steps of the new democratic Sevarnmers was an off ork Bs pevake
an? cortect 2l) rules and redulatione pestricting freegum of *he Press and ine
1807 oF fhe public to access to infordations IAPA stabed, Fpasident Dr. Julis
Mar:a Sanguinetti issued a draft of 3 jaw modifviac the restrictive press
l29istaticn in UruSuav on the day of nis inauBuration, Tae old iaw i3 @
lonGer enforceds IAPA reported. The Soversment also ~evoked he posuirenent
that foreidn corresrondents provice copies of their stories to the Interisr
Ministry. Censorshie of foreion Publications was lifted and 27 Pudlications
that had been closed since 1973 were allowed to reopen. The Na*ional Publi:
Relations Directorates which provided prosacanda for the Sovernment and
persacuted Jjournalists throudh accreditation powersy was dissolved as well.

The new Sovernment has created 3 Secretariat of Information which will work to
assist the news media. At presents all that is necessary for.Journilists'
accreditation is a letter of authorization from the news ordanizatior.
Official advertisings once assigned for solitical lovaltyr is now Provided in
all wedia without distinction, Fina'lyy IAPA rePorteds Uruduay bas no
obligatory licensing of Journalists,

VENEZUELA—- The "aw which reuisas nembersais in the c3llege of
Journalists to practice Journalism is still in effec®, IPT believes the
conditions in Vanezuela continue %o worzen. Increased arrests ang court
actions a9ainst newsmen and publishers have occurred. At the end of 1984y tne

editorial comwentary from tiie Camara de Sadiodifusions a dailv mrogram

transmitted by almost all broadcasting stations in the countrys was suspended,
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CONCLUSIONS

The status of freedom of the press and freedom of infornation in atin
America and the Caribbean is imeroving., In the sering 1995 commi‘tee SEFAPT
from Panama Citys IAPA said:

e oo (For the first time in many vearsy it is possible *»

bedin an Inter American Press Association mid-vear review of *he

state of press freedom in the Americas with unalloved 9ooc news. On

the very day of his inaugurations President Julio Maria Sanguinetti

mirked the return to constitutional 9overnment in Uruguay aftee {2

vears of military dictatorshie by sending a draft law to Congress

1ifting all restrictions on press freedom. Twenty-sever banned

rublicationss closed since 1973, mav reoren and restrictions on

foreidn correseondents and the censorship of foreign publicatisnsg

has been lifted (34),

Howevery this shows how quickly things have changed in at least one
country in Latin America and the Caribbean. Just a vear and a half agn the
TAPA General Assembly said ‘a desressing and sometimes alarming ztopy of a
free mress under actack from all directions emerded from the reports . . . {(of
the Freedom of the Press and Information Commitize)® (37). The trend
restricting freedom of the press and informaticn seems 4o S unchan@ed in 5000
olaces—-— there still is substantial harassmenty imprisonments expl) 3ion
violences censorshiry and conspiracy to restrict the flow of news. Increasing
co5ts are becoming a more serious problem in Latin American and Caridbean
countries as well,

As in Urududvs there are certain bright seots. Elected governments in
several countries have replaced military dictatorshies and there is morse Press
freedon in nations such as Perus Ecuadors and Bolivia as a result. Brazil is

noving in that direction. And with democracy restored in Granaday a free Press

functions on that island todav.
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Concern for Latir American news media seems fo be FrowinG rFara®lel by 298
imrortance of the re3ion in world affairs in thiz secaide. In Jure 1983, the
Councii sa Hemissher1c Affairs and the Newspaper Guild isseed what ther nops
will be the first of a series of annual presorts on sress fresdon taroughoyt
Latin Americas with the hoe of craating more a‘tention to the professional
status of Latin American Journalists (38). On at 'east one occasion Bousth
American Governments have shown 9rowing interest in a fres sress by hosting

American Journalists and scholars to discuss aedia reseonsidility and

Performance in democratic Sovernments (39),

The hore in 1985 that the American continents— including the
Caridbean——- could snow a better freedom of the Press situazion i5 endorsad Sy
i few but imeorfant ctanges:

¥ return of democracy in Argentina.

* end of total zensorshir in Uruguay.

% maintenanc2 of democracy in the three tradi*ional demscratic countries,

Yenezeelas Colombiay and Costa Rica,

We concludes unfortunatelv: there is s:ill a 1on9 way to 30 Sefore the
cortinent becomes fully free in terms of axpressicn an¢ 9overnment harazsment
of independent news media. But there are some 990d 3i9a3 in the middle of the
fravs and we are encouraded. We ses each stes forward 25 a vickory in the war

for this fres speech cause.
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FALL 1984 IAPA RESOLUTIONS ON LATIN AMERICA AND TME CAQIBEEAN

Countpr Toric

Chite Urges the Government to reverse restrictisns on
publications of news and mhotoGrashs of anti-Government
activitiess urdes 1ifting of arice cencorsnis,

Costa Rica Concerned with Steshen Schmidt case and his thres-month
suspended sentence; urdes Inter-American Comaizsion on
Humin Rights to recodnize the importance of the casze in ine
context of licensing.

Cuba Urdes members to remort the Cuban cituation and to work
with international or9anizations to sbiain freadom of Cuban
Journalists who are in Prison.

Dominican Rerublic Condemns Dominican Journalists Collegiua procedure a9ainst
newsearers that are challen9ing constitutionality of the
Dominican licensing law in the courts and declares these
steps show the DJC has become an instrument of precsype
a92inst the independent mpess,

Guvand Asks IAPA president to designate an observer to attend and
aonitor the court hearing in Guvana of Rev. Andrew Morricon
of The Catholic Standard for libel.

Nicaragua Urges the end of prior censorshim and establishment of un-
restricted freedom of the press as sromised by the 1aw, .

Panim Asks IAPA president to establish a commission to visit
Panama to ask sresident to return confiscated newsparers
and radio stations to their ownerss to mav damages; and to ]
restore freedom of expression in Panama. |

Paraguay Asks president to allow ABC Colur to pesume publication:
azks democratic Qovernmants to lobby the Paraguay
government for freadom of the srezs and information. |

Unitad Statas States that anv Jovernmental attemp® at licensing is a !
threat to freedom of infornition and any effort to licence :
individuals such as Robert Rutka is inconsistent to
established molicys IAPA remains stronSly ompaced ¢
licensind of Journalists,

Urnguay Asks the government to solve the existing gocument problems
that affect newsmen and to remort on those cases in which
rrofessiona] Journalists have Jjudicial or molice charges
a9ainst thes.

S 8 2 008 8 o $iath ot S e e A0 i 8

Source: Remort of resolutions adomted by 4BY General Asseaply of the
Inter American Press Association in Los AnSelesy Qctober 1984,

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Q 234!




g

SPRING 1985 IAPA RESOLUTIONS {N LATIN AMERICA AND THS £ARTEOEAN

'

Country Taeic -

4r@enting 4gain petitions Goversment <9 atiminakte 38% cuty on

imported newserint,

Azks the president of Spazi® %0 2timinata Y

since no dewocracy should have any lap tha

prass freedon,

Chile Aereats its rast call for an end o the varipus sbades
states of exception in Chile and an end to the san: and
restrictions on Chilean media, :

Colombia Urges President Betancur to introguce legislation at the
curcent extraordinaory session of Condress ¢ fulfill his
promise ty IAPA to remove the 2i9ht percent duty,

-

Cuba Condemns the Government of Cuba for isolating its pessle
from outside information,
Nicaragua Repeats its request that the Jovernment of Nicaracuya 'ift

censorship of the prass and all other restrictions of
freedom of the press and exsression in accordance with the
rronise in Nicaragua’s Fundamental Statute of Rights and
Guarantees,

Panama Asks the president to reomen the case of the confiscated
publications with a view of returning its newsparers and
radio station to its legitimate owners Editora Panams
Americas and La Voz de Colon and Radio Impacto to its
ownerss reaquests the Sovernment of Panama to say
comPensation to La Prensas condemns Law #11 a5 a serious
threat to sress freedom and to reduest the constitutional
government of Panama to abrogats itf,

Papaguay Urges Presisent Stroessner immediataly end brufal,
arditrary actions against the sress in 9eneral and
dedocracy and especially to allow the reopening of ASC
Color,
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TABLZ Z CONTINUED
SPRING 1985 1AP4 RESOLYUTIZNS ON LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIZSCAN

Country ToRin
Upiteq Stites Siron3ly oPPoses any Fraccice which allows 9overament
agents o wasauerade az Journalisds or 2o iafilérate any
newsPapery Jroddcast mediume or ppross gr3anization} urge:
the mpresident of U.S. to pranibat anv 2mpiovee or afent of
the Jovernment from posing as a Jowrnalist in carrving out
governaent policy,
Official Condemns discrimination in the slacement of official adver-
Advertising tisements as undemocratic and a viclation of press freedem, ’

Reauests Jovernments such as those in E} Salvadors Ectador
and the Dominican Remublic to end official advertising
discrimination a9ainst the inderandent mressy which
seriously affects the sress freadom Juaranteed dy their
constitutions.

Source: Report of resolutions adopted by the Board of Directors of the
Inter American Press Association during the mid-vear meeting in Panama Cityy’
Panamay March 1@-14y 1985. - '
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